
 
 
 
  



WEEK 1NE: who cares what you believe? 
 

GETTING STARTED 
Share an experience in your life when you stepped out in generosity. It could 
have been a kind word, lending money, giving away possessions or giving 
your time sacrificially.  
 

Q How did it make you feel to step out like this?  
Q What were your hesitancies?  
Q How was your action received?  

 

READ: James 2:14-26 
 
14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose 
you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, 
“Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t 
give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 17 So you see, 
faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 
useless. 
 
18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good 
deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good 
deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” 
 
19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! 
Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t 
you see that faith without good deeds is useless? 
 
21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with 
God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see, his 
faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 
23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and 
God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the 
friend of God. 24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we 
do, not by faith alone. 
 
25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with 
God by her actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely 
away by a different road. 26 Just as the body is dead without breath, so also 
faith is dead without good works. 
 



DISCUSS 
Q What in particular challenges you from this passage?  
Q James seems to have a heavy focus on deeds, but what about 

through faith?  
o Is it good deeds that secure our faith, or is faith in Christ enough?  

 

REFLECT 
Every church has a Statement of Belief. It’s on their websites, in their 
marketing, at their info table; and it’s talked about constantly. “We believe…” 
What’s interesting is that the things we put on paper can be hard to see in our 
lives – as if simply stating it is an accomplishment. But isn’t there a little 
more? 
 

James does not pull any punches as he makes us reflect on our personal 
belief statements. The illustration the author uses is one we can relate to 
today. In a broken world where many people live below the poverty line, 
homeless, and in need, how should a follower of Jesus respond? James is 
clear that faith by itself is dead; it is “useless.” A belief in God that does not 
transform and change how we live our daily lives is merely an accessory.  
 

The two Old Testament characters spoken about in the passage proved their 
faith in God by their actions: Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son and 
Rahab gave safe passage to the Israelite spies. Their actions, based on their 
faith in God, are what made them righteous.  
 

Our faith in God may be personal, but it can never be private. Our generous 
God has showered us with love, kindness, grace and many other blessings. 
Our response to such a generous God is to live a generous lifestyle; our faith 
in God should transform our actions and lead us towards good deeds.  
 

This passage challenges us to put our money, time, and resources where our 
mouth is, to step out and do good works and generous deeds because of our 
faith in Jesus. Let us make a commitment today to respond to God’s 
goodness by being generous to others.  
 

DISCUSS 
Q What’s something you “believe” but haven’t put much effort into? 
Q What are some of the things that hinder us from living a generous 

lifestyle and how can we overcome those barriers?  
Q Clearly, we cannot be generous to everyone we come across in our 

lives, so where is the balance? What is enough?  
 



GOING DEEPER 
• Think about the spheres of your life – home, family, friends, work, 

church – and reflect:  
Q How can I put my beliefs into action in my daily life?  

Q How can we encourage one another to be more generous?  
Q Is there one thing you can begin doing every day to cultivate this 

generous lifestyle?  
 

WATCH IT 
Take a look at some of the clips from Sunday’s message to take this further. 
www.orchardgrove.org/love-does  
 

PRAYER  
Lord God, thank you for your unfailing kindness and generosity to us. Thank 
you for your son, Jesus, who gave everything for us, welcoming us into your 
family. Help us grow in generosity. Help us to see the needs of others and 
give us wisdom to respond accordingly. God, please transform our hearts that 
we would long to show our faith to others by our good deeds.  
 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
MAP IT OUT 
Take a minute and head over to http://www.orchardgrove.org/love-does and 
check out the daily challenges for the week ahead. If you’re not already 
signed up for the daily devotional and challenge email, go ahead and do that 
too! 
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WEEK 2WO: widen the circle  
 

GETTING STARTED 
Would you rather? As a group, take it in turns answering these questions. Ask each 
person why they chose one and not the other. Allow for brief discussion before 
moving on. 
 

Q Learn something new or master something old?  
Q Eat your favorite meal every day forever, or never have it again?  
Q Take a chance and fail or play it safe and always wonder “what if”?  

 

READ: James 2:1-13 
 
1 My dear brothers and sisters, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 
never think some people are more important than others. 2 Suppose someone 
comes into your church meeting wearing nice clothes and a gold ring. At the 
same time a poor person comes in wearing old, dirty clothes. 3 You show 
special attention to the one wearing nice clothes and say, “Please, sit here in 
this good seat.” But you say to the poor person, “Stand over there,” or, “Sit on 
the floor by my feet.” 4 What are you doing? You are making some people 
more important than others, and with evil thoughts you are deciding that one 
person is better. 
 
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! God chose the poor in the world to be 
rich with faith and to receive the kingdom God promised to those who love 
him. 6 But you show no respect to the poor. The rich are always trying to 
control your lives. They are the ones who take you to court. 7 And they are the 
ones who speak against Jesus, who owns you. 
 
8 This royal law is found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.” If you obey this law, you are doing right. 9 But if you treat one 
person as being more important than another, you are sinning. You are guilty 
of breaking God’s law. 10 A person who follows all of God’s law but fails to 
obey even one command is guilty of breaking all the commands in that law. 
11 The same God who said, “You must not be guilty of adultery,” also said, 
“You must not murder anyone.” So if you do not take part in adultery but you 
murder someone, you are guilty of breaking all of God’s law. 12 In everything 
you say and do, remember that you will be judged by the law that makes 
people free. 13 So you must show mercy to others, or God will not show 
mercy to you when he judges you. But the person who shows mercy can 
stand without fear at the judgment. 
 



DISCUSS 
Q Is favoritism a bad thing?  
Q Should we split time between welcoming others and time for friends, 

family and self? 
 

REFLECT 
James brings an apt challenge in chapter 2. Favoritism has always been an 
issue and is ever present in our world today. Celebrity culture, the idol of self 
and popularity, the need to be needed, and the desire to be known and 
accepted pervade modern society. With the slogan ‘It’s not what you know, 
it’s who you know!’ etched into our minds we have been trained to favor those 
with wealth, power, status, skills and charisma.  
 

What about everyone else? How do we treat the homeless person we pass 
by, or the work colleague who frustrates us, or members of the church we 
have written off? What happens when we’re the one other people write off? 
We naturally give ourselves preference, we naturally place ourselves in the 
star role of our own lives and then build relationships around ourselves. 
 

There is a part of us that just wants to form cliques and remain with the few 
safe people that we know and trust. Perhaps James is inspired by the words 
of Jesus in Matthew 5:46–48 (NLT): “If you love only those who love you, 
what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If you 
are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even 
pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect.” 
 

God is perfect and shows no partiality, and Jesus invites us to be like God in 
character: welcoming, accepting and valuing all. James ends this passage by 
reminding us that we should show mercy to others as we have been shown 
incredible mercy and grace by God. Let’s stop judging by appearance, status, 
or wealth and begin seeing the heart and showing mercy.  
 

DISCUSS 
Q What prevents us from welcoming and treating all people alike?  
Q Have you ever been like the poor man in the James passage – 

overlooked because someone more ‘favorable’ was around?  
o How did it make you feel?  

 
 
 
 
 



GOING DEEPER 
Q What types of people do you overlook?  

o Why do you overlook them? 
Q How easy is it to be generous with our time, money, gifts, presence 

of mind, etc, with people we would not classify as close friends?  
o Remember, Jesus says even sinners love their friends; our call is 

for something higher. 
 

WATCH IT 
Take a look at some of the clips from Sunday’s message to take this further. 
www.orchardgrove.org/love-does  
 

PRAYER  
Thank you for welcoming everyone. Thank you that anyone who comes to 
you can find acceptance and salvation. Thank you for showing us how to live 
well and extend love to others. Lord, help us stay away from favoritism. Help 
us to see people as you see them and to value all people equally. Lord, 
transform our hearts and minds so our actions will communicate you and your 
love to all. 
 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 

MAP IT OUT 
Take a minute and head over to http://www.orchardgrove.org/love-does and 
check out the daily challenges for the week ahead. If you’re not already 
signed up for the daily devotional and challenge email, go ahead and do that 
too! 
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WEEK 3HREE: take a penny, leave a penny  
 

GETTING STARTED 
We all have some possessions we can’t let go of, but there are other ways to 
hoard as well. Are you a: 
 

Q Physical Hoarder? Do you have a junk drawer, junk room, junk 
storage? What do you keep and why? 

Q Digital Hoarder? Do you use sites like Pintrest where you can “collect” 
things online? 

Q Mental Hoarder? Do you hold grudges, ledgers, details or  
 
READ: James 5:1-6 
 
1 Look here, you rich people: Weep and groan with anguish because of all the 
terrible troubles ahead of you. 2 Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine 
clothes are moth-eaten rags. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. The very 
wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire. This corroded 
treasure you have hoarded will testify against you on the day of judgment. 
4 For listen! Hear the cries of the field workers whom you have cheated of 
their pay. The cries of those who harvest your fields have reached the ears of 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
 
5 You have spent your years on earth in luxury, satisfying your every desire. 
You have fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter. 6 You have 
condemned and killed innocent people, who do not resist you. 
 

Deuteronomy 15:10-11 
Give freely and spontaneously. Don’t have a stingy heart. The way you 
handle matters like this triggers GOD, your God’s, blessing in everything you 
do, all your work and ventures. There are always going to be poor and needy 
people among you. So I command you: Always be generous, open purse and 
hands, give to your neighbors in trouble, your poor and hurting neighbors. 
 

DISCUSS 
Q What does it mean to be “rich”?  
Q What does it mean today to “hoard up treasure”? 
Q Did you know that 71% of the world’s population lives on less than 

$3,600/year? 
 

 



REFLECT 
This is a tough piece of Scripture, especially for us in America who have quite 
a bit in comparison to others in the world. James brings harsh words to those 
hugely wealthy few in society: their bank statements judge them; their self-
indulged lifestyle is a sign that they have missed the point and they have 
allowed others to be oppressed while keeping resources on hand for luxury, 
comfort and a rainy day. Thank goodness these cutting words do not apply to 
us… or do they?  
 

In comparison to the rest of the world, many of us are counted as wealthy. 
Often we see ourselves as poor or doing just fine, but by comparison we are 
among the richest 30% in the world. If we have a roof over our head, some 
money to spend, three meals a day and access to clean water at any time, 
we are richer than millions, if not billions, of people across the world. What we 
do with what we have matters.  
 

Being generous and caring for others is an outward response and sign of the 
inward work that God has done in our hearts. We should not give because of 
guilt or because we think God will bless us for giving, but we should give 
because we have already received so much from our wonderful God.  
 

The imagery in chapter 5 is rich and speaks of untapped resources: phrases 
like ‘moth–eaten’ and ‘corroded’ paint the picture of wasted money, material 
possessions and time; those things have been stored away too long and 
used incorrectly; now they’re useless. The cries of the poor reach the ear of 
our God, and they should cause a response in us as well. Part of the 
Christian lifestyle is to fight for the oppressed and campaign on their behalf 
for change. Along with being generous with our resources, we can give our 
time to help others.  
 

Time, money and resources are all valuable, and we can choose how we 
spend them. It’s not wrong to be wealthy, but what we do with that wealth 
matters to God. We know we can’t take it with us, so let’s us be wise and 
fruitful in our giving, not holding too tightly to the things we have been 
graciously gifted by God.  
 

DISCUSS 
Q What does it mean to be good stewards (of time, money, resources)? 
Q It’s easy to give out of guilt, but God doesn’t want us to live in guilt.  

o How can we consistently give with the right motives/for the right 
reasons? 

 



GOING DEEPER 
Q What resources do you have hidden away that could be used 

generously to bless others? 
Q What could you do to become a more fruitful giver? Could it be that 

sacrificing those coffees would enable you to give to charity; opening 
your home to have people over; being willing to stop and talk to 
someone that is downtrodden? 

 

WATCH IT 
Take a look at some of the clips from Sunday’s message to take this further. 
www.orchardgrove.org/love-does 
 

PRAYER  
Lord God, thank you for all that you have given us. Everything we have is a 
gift from you. Give us wisdom to discern our motives for both giving and 
holding back. Forgive us, God, when we hoard and are not generous. 
Change our hearts, Lord, to be more like you – loving, generous and kind. 
Father, you gave your one and only Son so that we could be free; help us 
too, Lord, to give ourselves for the benefit of others, knowing and trusting that 
as we give You will provide for our every need.  
 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

MAP IT OUT 
Take a minute and head over to http://www.orchardgrove.org/love-does and 
check out the daily challenges for the week ahead. If you’re not already 
signed up for the daily devotional and challenge email, go ahead and do that 
too! 
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WEEK 4OUR: how’s that working for you?  
 

GETTING STARTED 
We’ve all been in awkward situations before where we felt compelled to 
approach someone for some reason, but weren’t exactly sure how to do it or 
what to do once it happened.  
 

Q Have you ever put yourself out there to someone only to have your 
attempt fail? 

 

READ: James 5:16, 19-20 
 
16 Confess your faults to each other and pray for each other so that you may 
be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and 
produces wonderful results. 
 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from 
the truth and is brought back, 20 you can be sure that whoever brings the 
sinner back from wandering will save that person from death and bring about 
the forgiveness of many sins. 
 

Matthew 5:23-24 
“So when you offer your gift to God at the altar, and you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there at the 
altar. Go and make peace with that person, and then come and offer your 
gift.” 
 

Matthew 18:15-17 
“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of 
you. If he listens, you’ve made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two 
others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and 
try again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t listen to the church, 
you’ll have to start over from scratch, confront him with the need for 
repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love.” 
 

Galatians 6:1-3 
Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin, forgivingly restore him, 
saving your critical comments for yourself. You might be needing forgiveness 
before the day’s out. Stoop down and reach out to those who are oppressed. 
Share their burdens, and so complete Christ’s law. If you think you are too 
good for that, you are badly deceived. 
 



DISCUSS 
Q Have you ever talked to someone about a bad situation they were 

involved in? How did that turn out? 
Q How could helping someone confront their own struggles/issues, 

“save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of many 
sins”?  

Q Have you ever confessed a serious wrong to someone? 
o How about to a person you’ve wronged? 

 

REFLECT 
Here at its end, James’ letter encourages us to open up and be vulnerable 
with each another. Relationships are hard and can be messy. They take time 
to create; they require honesty and trust to sustain; and none of these things 
grow on trees!  
 

It can be so much easier to simply stand detached from the people we are 
around. To be acquainted with them, but never really know them; much less 
be known by them. To be known means not just telling the truth or being 
honest about your opinion, but being vulnerable and opening up about the 
hidden and secret things of our lives too – about who you are. 
 

It can be hard to share what’s going on beneath the surface, and even more 
difficult to share about our flaws, but James and Jesus encourage us to do 
just that. This is not to keep tabs on each other’s “sins,” or to help justify our 
own lives (remember what Jesus said about judging in Matthew 7:1-5), but 
rather to break out of our modern, individualistic mind-set and work together – 
bearing each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:1-3). Humans were made as 
relational beings and something essential is lost from our lives when we try to 
live them alone, or, at-best, nominally connected.  
 

When we share our faults and fears with others we can be accountable and 
grow together. It is with this in mind that the passage ends with bringing back 
those who have lost their way. If we have made a strong bond and journeyed 
together, we can challenge from a place of love to bring them back. It can be 
risky and requires vulnerability, but it’s worth it to help each other journey well 
through this life! 
 

So why not put yourself out there? Decide to be open and vulnerable. Take a 
risk in creating relationships, and step out and speak to each other when 
we’re going down the wrong path. 
 



DISCUSS 
Q Is “confessing” your faults to another person a foreign concept? 
Q Why do we find it hard to be vulnerable and share our 

faults/weaknesses? 
Q Why do you think James encourages us to confess to one another? 

 

GOING DEEPER 
Q What are some ways in which we can put ourselves out there for one 

another and even others that we don’t know well? 
Q What’s the best way to engage someone you see making destructive 

choices? 
 

WATCH IT 
Take a look at some of the clips from Sunday’s message to take this further. 
www.orchardgrove.org/love-does 
 

PRAYER  
Thank you, Lord, for our time together this evening. Thank you for the 
reminder that relationships are important, powerful and effective. Help us to 
grow and open ourselves to trusting one another. Give us enough confidence 
to be vulnerable and step out in faith wherever you may lead us. Help us not 
to give up on anyone, and grow our love for all so that we might bless and 
encourage others. Lord God, we trust you to fill us with your Spirit to enable 
us to live differently – to be different.  
 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

MAP IT OUT 
Take a minute and head over to http://www.orchardgrove.org/love-does and 
check out the daily challenges for the week ahead. If you’re not already 
signed up for the daily devotional and challenge email, go ahead and do that 
too! 
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AT THE END: where do we go from here?  
 

This ends our Love Does Series, but don’t let the love and generosity end 
here. As a group, commit to taking on something that brings light, life, and 
love into this world. It could be a one-time thing, or it could become your new 
normal. Whatever it is, do it because God’s love compels you; do it because 
you want to; do it because it is you. 
 
If you need help with this project, check out the local serving opportunities 
and partners on OG’s webpage: www.orchardgrove.org/serving. 
 
Got an idea all your own? Go with it! Come together as a group to do 
something outside of yourselves. And once you get moving on it, let us know 
so we can get the word out and inspire others with your story. 
 
God is always moving, always stretching us as we journey through this life. 
Why not be a blessing and a source of inspiration for others. 
 
WANT TO KEEP GROWING? 
Looking to keep the momentum up? Send a message to 
connect@orchardgrove.org to hear about other study options and Continue to 
Grow in your faith. 
 
Have feedback on this series or getting connected? Love to hear it! 
  

http://www.orchardgrove.org/serving
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